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THANK YOU PASTOR MARK!!! 
 

On September 1, 2011 MPC and the Reverend Mark A. 
Allio began our journey together. Some of you may re-
member meeting him, Carrie, and Asher for the first 
time at the Peach Festival that year. Over the next 9++ 
years, we have watched and enjoyed Mark’s family as it 
grew to include Gage, Hank, and Matthias! 

Through knowing Mark, our faith has grown too! We 
have been guided by Mark through Confirmation Class, PYC, He Brews, UnTapped, Tuesday Nights at 
MPC, sermons, Sunday School classes, and conversations that begin in hallways and end with a book rec-
ommendation. Through the years we have enjoyed his exceptional gift-giving, his beer recommenda-
tions, and the amazing topiary that is his beard! 

 

Join our THANK YOU and celebration of Pastor Mark! 

Sunday, June 6th 

in between services (presentation will be around 10) 

We will be presenting the family with gifts include a Money Tree  

and Notes of Appreciation from YOU! 

 

Giving Tree  

Bring $ to clip onto the tree to help send Mark, Carrie, Asher, 
Gage, Hank, and Matthias off into their new adventure. 

 

Notes of Appreciation  

There will be a book to add your note (3x5” index card)  

of appreciation. 

 

If you are unable to attend the gifts and notes can be dropped off in the church office.  

Please do not write out a check to MPC. 

The Cornerstone 
Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church, June 2021 

300 E. Simpson St., Mechanicsburg, PA  17055 

717-697-0351 * mechpresby.org 
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“How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye 
so hard.” – A.A. Milne (Winnie-the-Pooh) 

 

Thank you. When I started at this church, I had no idea how long I 
would stay. But I know that I stayed longer than I normally would have 

because of  the people here. We’ve shared so much of  life together:   
baptisms and memorial services, graduations, weddings, laughs and tears. You’ve been a part of  so 

much growth in me and my family. This church has become our home and it is hard to say goodbye. 

I stayed because of  the staff. Working with Pastor Kathryn has been amazing. I’ve heard so many     
horror stories from other Associate Pastors about their Heads of  Staff, but I’ve had nothing but     

mentorship, support, and friendship, which I never took for granted.  
Kathryn has become an amazing colleague and friend. 

I’ve worked with Cathay just as long as Kathryn, before she was the CE Director, she was one of  our 
youth volunteer leaders. She also helped to guide and uplift me through the many ups and downs of  

youth ministry. Cathay has been a huge catalyst to many ideas that can be seen throughout the church. 

The comradery shared between Kathryn, Cathay, and Mark McKeever has been life giving. The      
brainstorming and planning sermon series, worship services, Sunday school classes, and various other 

programs and events have been amazing and will truly be missed. 

MPC, you are blessed. Both by an amazing staff  (Angie and Karen included) but also by the amazing 
leadership in the Deacons, the Session, the many volunteers that are quick to get the job done. Please 

don’t take them for granted. 

Finally, don’t be afraid to take risks. Don’t be afraid to fail. Don’t focus on what was or could have been, 
instead continue to look forward. Continue to discern. Continue to move forward. A lot has changed 
the past year and a lot of  change is yet to come. Change isn’t bad. Change is just a part of  life that is 

needed for that life to thrive. 

Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself  yet to have taken hold of  it. But one thing I 
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the 

goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. - Phil. 3:13-14 

 

Peace, 

~Rev. Mark Allio 
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Someone walked in before rehearsal one evening while I was practicing and said “I’ve never 
heard it that slow.” Well of course not, I thought, you probably haven’t heard someone prac-

ticing it before. I was deep in practice mode that evening and really slowing it down.  
 

There’s great satisfaction in playing slowly through a passage, a whole piece, a whole section 
of a piece. You don’t miss anything when you play slowly. When I make a mistake, I slow it 
down, determine why I made the mistake, and promise myself I won’t make that mistake 

again! Not my idea and not in his exact words but that is some age old advice given to us by Lynwood Farnum, a great 
american organist of the past.  

 
Performance is a different story. I play at the tempo it belongs but quite frequently the only time I really ever play up to 
the actual tempo is in the actual performance! Why? I don’t want to miss anything when I practice. I don’t want to miss 
a dynamic marking, a crescendo, a registration change, a melody, or counter melody, a word, or an opportunity to Praise 
the Lord. I’ve heard it all before and I love it - “Slow practice is fast practice,” “run before you walk,” “slow it down,” 

and “different rhythms!” We’ll save that last one, a different subject, for another time. 
 

The end of spring is upon us and summer is nigh - I’m going to be spending a lot of time slowing it down in practice 
but not on Sunday mornings! No worries - everything will be up to tempo. Wouldn’t it be absolutely wonderful if every-
thing were “up to tempo” in more ways than one by the fall? While we have no way of knowing for sure, I do know I’ll 
be praying this summer and for a lot more than just my practicing to work out well. I’m praying for some “a tempo” (at 
the original tempo) days in the year ahead. It will be nice to have some almost “a tempo” Sundays with you right now. 

I’ve missed you and I’m glad to be playing for you again.  

Session Notes—5/24/2021 

• We opened our meeting with the lighting of the Christ candle, a reading of Matthew 25:31-46, and prayer. 

• We confirmed our commitment to the following statements being a part Session’s Moral Framework: Being Inclusive, 
Being Respectful/Understanding, Being Honest & Having Integrity, Helping Others, & Focusing on Justice & Rec-
onciliation. We will process our decisions through this framework and commit to communicating those decisions as 
part of being inclusive, respectful, understanding, honest, and having integrity. 

• We approved minutes, the Clerk’s Report, and the Treasurer’s Report. 

• We approved a summer worship schedule through June. 

• We unanimously approved becoming a Matthew 25 congregation with a focus on Building Congregational Vitality and 
Dismantling Structural Racism. There will be more information about what it means to be a part of this PCUSA program 
coming from the Christian Education & Social Justice Committee. The website explaining more about it is here: 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/become-a-matthew-25-%20church/ 

• We unanimously approved becoming a More Light Congregation.  More Light Presbyterians is an organization that 
works towards “the full participation of LGBTQIA+ people in the life, ministry and witness of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) – and in society. There will be more information about what that means for us coming from the Christian Educa-
tion & Social Justice Committee. The More Light Presbyterians website is here: https://mlp.org/ 

• We heard from the Security Ad-Hoc Committee about next steps in their process including a first reading of the pro-
posed Emergency Preparedness and Action Plan. 

• We touched based about next steps in the re-opening process (to sing with masks, or not to sing) and are working on a 
time to meet with representatives from the Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry about what’s next for the Associate 
Pastor position. 

• We gave thanks for one another, offered our prayers of intercession, shared our joys and concerns, and concluded our 
worshipful work by committing to pray for one another and the church. 
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Compassion Camp: Changing the World with  

 

 
Compassion Camp is a program where kids and families explore what it means to have compassion for others, ourselves, and the world.  

 

Registration form will be available on MPC’s website June 1st 
 

We realize that some families may be excited to be in person while some might be more comfortable at home and some might have scheduling con-
flicts preventing them from attending. That is Okay! We will make compassion Camp available for in-Person and online (live and pre-Recorded) expe-

riences, giving everyone the choice as to what is safe and doable for them. We look forward to sharing a fun compassion camp experience with you! 
 

Adults & Teens interested in helping out as a volunteer, contact Cathay Snyder, csnyder@mechpresby.org or 717-697-0351 or come to Meeting on 

June 13 @ 9:30 am in UFH.  
 

We could also use the following supplies (drop them off in the church office): 
 

• Painters Tape 

• Tissue Paper (rainbow colors/Blue/Green) 

• Paper Straws 

• Wooden Dowels (craft size, e.g., 12 inch long, 3/16 in diameter) 

• Wax Paper 

• Blue Construction paper 

• 11x17 Cardstock (white/Ivory) 

• Plastic Ball Pit Balls 

• Glue/Glue Sticks 

 

 

July 26-30, 2021 

9-11:30 am 
In-person + Online + At-home  
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                     If we missed your graduation information, please contact Angie Stevens, astevens@mechpresby.org 

 

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday is June 6. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Graduate High School Post Graduation Plans 

Ava Antenucci Mechanicsburg Area Senior H.S. Continue working at Country Meadows and 
pursuing additional classes/training in the 

future. 

Ethan Arndt Cedar Cliff H.S. Messiah University—Exercise Science 

Harry Fegan Mechanicsburg H. S. College and continuing to play baseball at 

that level.  

Iris Fry Mechanicsburg H.S. Thaddeus Steven’s College of Technology—

Electro-Mechanical Technology 

Lauren Giovagnoli Cedar Cliff High School University of Pittsburgh—Biological Sciences 

Elena Hinkson Mechanicsburg H.S. (completed her 
graduation requirements December 

2020) 

University of Pittsburgh (started her studies 
in January 2021)—Accounting, member of 

women’s soccer team 

Brady Ward Cedar Cliff H.S.  

COLLEGE GRADUATES 

Graduate College Future Plans 

Autumn Bishard NOVA Southeastern University, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL, B.S.B.A. in 

Marketing 

Graduate Assistant Coordinator at Writing & 
Communication Center at NOVA Southeastern 
University as she pursues a graduate degree in 

Composition, Rhetoric & Digital Media 

Michael Rufo LaSalle University—Marketing  

Marie Rulapaugh Duquesne University, B.S. in 

Nursing 
NICU, Hershey Medical Center 

Kate Vandrew, M.S., CF-

SLP 

East Tennessee State University, 

M.S., Speech Language Pathology 

Accepted a position with Speech 4 Kidz in the 

Hampstead/Jacksonville, NC area 
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Krislund is 
Open this 
summer!  

 

 

 

 

Go to www.krislund.org/programs to register! 

 

Let our Christian Educator, Cathay Snyder, 
csnyder@mechpresby.org, know if  you will be    

attending camp this year. MPC has funds to help 
with registration fees.  

PROTECT YOUR COVID - 19 VACCINATION CARD 

We should not laminate our original COVID-19 Vaccina-

tion Card, BUT if you are interested in hav-

ing it copied and then have the copy lami-

nated, please bring your card to the Church 

Office and Angela Stevens will take care of 

it for you! 

MPC Book Club’s June     
selection is There There, the 
first novel by Cheyenne and 
Arapaho author, Tommy  
Orange.   Published in 2018, 
There There tells the story of 
twelve Native Americans, 
ranging from teenagers to 

elders living in the Oakland California area, as they travel to 
to the Big Oakland Powwow. Winner of several book 
awards and a finalist for the Pulizter Prize, There There      
explores the question of what it means to be an               
Indian/American Indian/Native American/Native today as 
the novel’s characters grapple with a painful and complex 
history.  
 

Join us at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 22 as we discuss this 
challenging and contemporary novel.  
 

Interested? Contact Terry Cornish, tjhc@aol.com for more 
information. 

 

Psssssst.....the Deacons will be conducting a  
"Backpack Bonanza and School Supplies" drive 

late July thru August to help children at  Stop the 
Violence start the school year feeling prepared and 

confident.   

Look for details in the Summer Cornerstone. 

 

 

Wanted:                
Presby Peelers           

Volunteers   

Presby Peelers is a group of 
volunteers that help with the “hands-on” mission project 

of preparing fruits and vegetables for the residents of 
Cumberland Vista House near Dillsburg. MPC has been 
doing this since 2012 and is looking forward to starting 

again after a hiatus last year due to the pandemic.        
Volunteers are needed on THURSDAY mornings from 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm from the beginning of July through 
the middle of November. We will follow CDC guidelines 

for   personal activities during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
which includes wearing face masks, practicing social     

distancing, frequent hand washing, etc. If you would like 
to help or have any questions about the program, please 

contact our coordinator Amy Settle by phone at  
(717)243-1252 or by email at emmaoday@comcast.net. 

We’re Sorry that You Missed the Excitement 
  

The Deacons are sorry you didn’t get to see the joy and         
excitement of the School Nurses at the Kindergarten  Academy 

when they received over 390 pairs of socks,     
underwear, and shorts/pants donated by 

you.   
Thank you for continuing to make MPC 

stand for More People Caring. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010rRcryfs3Q1dJyy9eQW4GW6cV542saedaXIMWH8qKN0XMt553xWkjd5evzlM_qqhnsX7jjZN2wp2FJoruzreE2DixuRiQUqF0-lKQQgfzon3qnVZPX0ih9zbj0ljXPNzuMPNQUAPiRTjCE403345A1fGwXb10d_R3Glbm8u5fW_SHIfqBKIJOMigUWUxp-QVYZeVhKehbGXSGt4DNFm8vmEt29uPBFH01Bgb
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We extend our sympathy to the Follweiler Family on the death of MPC member, 
Jane Follweiler on April 24, 2021. Blessed are those who see the Lord face to face. 
 
Congratulations to Christina A. King, daughter of Mike and Karen Kostelac, upon 
earning a Doctor of Education in Higher Education from Immaculata University. 

Congratulations to Dylan Andersen, Haley Lepley, and Riley Lepley as we welcomed 
them as full members of our congregation as they were confirmed during our out-
door worship on Pentecost Sunday.  

Correspondence shared by Mike and Karen Kostelec from Helen Bensing earlier this 
year noted that she had received the first of two shots for COVID-19, is a great-
grandmother, and thanks the Lord every night for her recovery from breast cancer 
surgery last June (2020). She misses MPC’s church services and all the people.  

 
 

HAPPY 101st BIRTHDAY TO JO GRABLE!!! Jo’s birthday is June 30th! If you would like to send her birthday wishes, 
Jo’s address is: 824 Lisburn Rd., Apt. #301, Camp Hill, PA 17011 

MISSION COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU! 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you some-
thing to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to 
visit you?’  40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  (Matthew 
25:38-40)  

 

 

The Mission Committee is inviting all to join our committee and help us in the work that Jesus calls us to do.  The more 

hands, the lighter the load! 

 
If interested or to learn more contact Cindy Gorski cagorski59@gmail.com / 717-960-9010 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Needed – CROSS Paper Drive Coordinator:  Our MPC family annually donates paper goods in September for the residents of 

Cumberland Vista House. Someone is needed to provide information about the event to the congregation, collect the products, 

and then transport them to Cumberland Vista House, which is outside Dillsburg.   

 

Please contact Cindy Gorski at cagorski59@gamil.com / 717-960-9010 if you can fill this need. 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Needed – CROP Walk Coordinator:  Someone to coordinate signing up MPC members and family to take part in 

the Mechanicsburg/West Shore CROP Hunger Walk.    

 

Please contact Cindy Gorski at cagorski59@gamil.com / 717-960-9010 if you can fill this need. 

mailto:cagorski59@gmail.com
mailto:cagorski59@gamil.com
mailto:cagorski59@gamil.com
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Find us online! 
www.mechpresby.org • Twitter: 

@mechpresby • Facebook:                   Me-
chanicsburg Presbyterian Church                                 

or  

Mechpresby Members and Friends 

Church Correspondence & Envelopes 

If you have been receiving a MPC newsletter by mail and would 
only like them by email, please let Angie Stevens know so your 

information can be updated! 

Also, If you would no longer like to receive offering envelopes 
each year please let Angie Stevens know at 717-697-0351 or by 

email at   astevens@mechpresby.org 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

June 2021 

The Mission of the Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church is to glorify and serve God as a   
community of believers, and to bring people into the transforming presence and power of 
Jesus Christ through: 

• Worship – Worship expresses our love for God through praise, prayer and  
          proclamation.      
     

• Christian Education – Christian Education invites us to risk opening our minds to 
                                                transforming possibilities. 

• Christian Nurture – Christian nurture puts a human face on God’s Love. 

• Mission Calling – Our ministry to others sets our feet in Christ’s footprints. 

• Welcoming the Stranger – Welcoming everyone into a relationship with God, not                   
                         just into our building. 

    In order to be faithful to this Mission, we will be:  

• A welcoming, diverse and hospitable community of faith, 

• Committed to open communication within the community of faith, and 

• Willing to risk our time, talent and financial resources trusting in God’s faithfulness 

MPC Mission Statement 


